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SECRET/LIMDIS . . . September 15, 1970 [

MEMORANDUM FOR B
« . Director, Central Intelligence Agency |
- Acting Chairman, Under Secretaries

o ' o : R Committee

, SUBJ'ECT:  Insurgency in Bolivia and Latin America |

I have reviewed the August 22 memorandum from the Under Secre-
taries Committee regarding Bolivian insurgency. I note that that
memorandum indicates gaps in our information which make it difficult
to assess the guerrilla capability in Bolivia. I have also noted that

. intelligence reports received subsequent to the August 22 memorandum
indicate increasing evidence of international participation with the '
Bolivian guerrillas, including the possible formation of a continent-
wide revolutionary group to organize and coordinate revolutionary
‘activity (CIB of 5 Sept. 70).

The question of subversion and international coordination of such
activities in the hemisphere is a matter of considerable concern, and
I want to be sure that we know as much about it as we can and that we
carefully analyze and assess that information. This item should be
given priority in our intelligence-collection effort. I also ask that '

. 7 " high priority be given to the study of international links among Latin
American insurgent groups which the August 22 memorandum indicated
is being prepared by the Under Secretaries Committee. I would like to
receive a summary of that study's findings as soon as possible.

: MORI/CDF
INSC review completed| C03322380

,[State Dept. review oompleted]‘

~ [OSD review(s) completed| ‘ o
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MEMORAT LUM bR DR, odsalid TR

i WGk Viron o, Vaxry
SUBJECT.  Insurgenty in Dulivia end Latin America

Hftery € e of rencwed rucrrilla activity in Bolivia we asked the
UmetT ecretarica Sominitiee to assess the siluation and see what we
Ckpeywr aboui it znd what there was to be done (see meme at Tab ).

" he resulting study {(ITab C to Sresident's Memo) states that the ypuer-
cillas (LLN) are a2 parently survivors of the Che Cuevara nrouns; ihat
there is some evidence, however, of #pread to the cities, sad con-
nection with ptudents and an urban zpparstus; 2nd thot somne hels has
peen received frora the Tupan.aros ta Uruguay, 7 he study concluded
that things eecied vontrollable and we were doing il we could,

T he striking thip that comes out of the review, however, is that we
just do not xacw very nmch about the ELN, The study states that we
Fave insufficient information~--especially about the urban asparatas -«
te wsaess the ElLN's casabilidy,

subsecuent intelligence recorts indicate increasing evidence of inter-
aational ceriicination with the Bolivian guerrillas, £fven rore dis-
Vo ninnix sxddence taat the varicus insurgent prouse are oryanizibg
throughuat Latia Awerica, and indication of a disturbing sobhisti-
cation, ee the CIE report anoended at Tab B to the siemo to the
Sresicent.

’;xiﬁ':"*:mt«mtialﬁpwm% consequences of thesge thin, s--if they are true--
are evident, VVie skould give some immmediate sriority to intelligence
collgstion efforts {o confirm this loformation apd to leacn a8 midch a8
e can about the situativa, Without that we are in the dorw in trying
v vetermine wheither our interests are threulened or what we should da,

§attach at Tah L5 rmemyo to the resident explaining the foregoiag,
2 uending the Under o ecrotaries Comrpittes’'s study, and rrwarding
2 directive to the Commiiiee and Hebins asking for osriority on tnis
wing of intellipence pathering and on 2 study ou the matter which
Slepx Johnson indicates 1o his August 24 oo be underway by the
worpmiittes.,
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{ think such a direcitive is desirable becsuse there is a lethargy snd
lemureliness about all this in the burcaucracy that I 4o not think we
ghould risk, To give urgency to learning what ig zeing on, 1 have
drafted the directive fur the Fresident's sigpature,

RECOMMENDATION:

That you sign the mems to the President at Tab L

Attachments:

FTab 1 - B o the President
Tab I « Directive to Under Secretarices Commitiee 7/24/70
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SERCREREY ACTION
/2
MEMCRANDUM FOR THE PRELIDENT

FROM: Henry A, Kiaainger(g'
SUBJECT: Internal becurity in Latin America~~ Bolivian
Insurgency

There has been an outbreak of guerrilla activity in Bolivia apparently
by survivors of the 1967 Che Cuevara band. Since their activity
indicated scine strength and coordinated effort, I asked for a study
apd analysis of the situation to be sure we knew what was happening
and to determine whether the sitwmtion was serious.

The Under Secretaries Committee prepa.ed a review of available
information. This memo (at Tab ) concludes that the Polivian
guerrilla group (the £LN) is smail and {8 apparently limited in
capability., At the same time the study indicates there are gans 3in
our information, especially regerding the ELN's urban apparatus
and international connections, which make it impossible toassess
its real capability, The striking thing that comes through from the
study, in fact, is that we just do now know very much about the
guerrillas,

Intelligence reports received subseguent to this memo-~gee sun-
roavy from Central Intelligence Bulletin of September 5 (Txb B)-w
indicate increasing evidence of international participation with the
Dolivian puerrillas., These reports point to collaboration and
cocrdination among Latin American subversive groups; possible
concentration on assisting Bolivian insurgents; and ceordination of
"revolutionary’” activity in the rest of Latin America,

The potential conseguences of this kind of activity are sufficiently
serious that we should rmake a special effort te confirm the accuracy
of these renorts, and to apalyeb and asaess the information., As

of now we are just in the dark to a considerable degree,

At ek A is a directive to the Under Secretaries Commitee and CIA
Director Helms which asks that priority be given im cur intelligence
collection activity to this matter, and that oriority ales be glven to
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compmeting the study of internatisnal lin~ . ang Latin American
gubversive groupe which the Acting Cheirpan of the Under Secre-
teries Committes stated in his August 22 memors ndum was under
oresaration. I have prepared this directive for yosar eignature {o
imgress uson the bureaucracy the importance and priority you attach
te this maiter,

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the directive 2f Tab A,

Attachments:

Tl A« Directive
Tab B « CIB Summary -
Tab { -~ Under Secretaries Committee hemo

SECRET
HAK:VPVaky:jrr 9-7-70
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A . THE WHITE HOUSE
’_ | o | - _ ' WASHINGTON
- . Lo R T Do July 24, 1970
-SECRET /LIMDIS | ‘ : .
' MEMORANDUM FOR ACTING CHA.IRMAN UNDER SECRETARIES
COMMITTEE
SUBJEGT: Insurgency in Bolivia --
The President has expressed concern over the reports of renewed
guerrilla activity in Bolivia, He would like the Under Secretaries
Committee to give him a report, reflecting inter-agency views,
(a) summarizing what we know of the size, nature and scope of
the guerrilla threat and assessing its potential; (b) assessing the
Bolivian capacity to contain it; {(¢) summarizing what internal secu-
rity assistance we may be extending to Bolivia now; and (d) con-
_ . c¢lusions as to whether any additional or special internal security
- -~ assistance is called for.
_ Pleasé submit the report by August 15, 19"70.
PR He-nrj-r A. Kissinger
. CC: The Secretary of State
|  ‘The Secretary of Defense .
- The Director of Central Intelligence -
- The Administrator, Agency for International"
S Development
. . The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
_SECRET/LIMDIS
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